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1 Introduction and Purpose
The purpose of this document is to:

• take account of recent changes in policy towards sport and active recreation at
national, regional and local levels.

• provide an update to the strategy to cover the period 2006–2009

• set out the agreed aims, objectives and targets 

• indicate the underpinning principles and method of operation.

2 Background
West Yorkshire Sport was established in 2001 as a formal Partnership of the five local
authorities in West Yorkshire (City of Bradford MC, Calderdale MBC, Kirklees MC,
Leeds CC, Wakefield MDC). Prior to this there had been a history of ad hoc joint
projects and cross-boundary working that had taken place in the County in areas
such as Passport to Leisure, sports counselling, Youth Games and coaching
development.

The impetus for making the Partnership more formal came from the desire to deliver
Sport England’s Active Sports Programme in the County. Whilst the need to deliver
the programme was paramount, the Executive team (the Chief Sports Officers in
each local authority) was keen to ensure that the benefits of Partnership working
would be applied to other areas of work related to developing sport in the County. 

This strategy is not a strategy for sport in West Yorkshire, although it will assist in the
delivery of strategic plans at Yorkshire and District level. Rather, it is to give direction
for the West Yorkshire Sports Partnership (WYSP) by clarifying its aims, areas of work
and structures over the next three years.

The original plan was put together in September 2002. Since that date, great debate
within Sport England has taken place on the role of County Sports Partnerships and
the development of the “Single System for Sport”. Much clearer guidelines are now
in place on the role of County Sports Partnerships and their position within the
“Single System for Sport”.

Throughout 2004/2005 an external consultants’ report was commissioned to assess
the current position of West Yorkshire Sports Partnership against the emerging
guidelines. The consultants found a “strong and maturing” Partnership, which was
clearly heading in the right direction. As a result, Sport England Yorkshire designated
West Yorkshire, at the time as one of only a handful of “Fit for Purpose” County
Sports Partnerships in England.

The structures that have been developed are now bearing fruit. Over the first three
years of delivery:

• 60,000 young people have accessed coaching and competitive opportunities

• 185 new teams have been created

• 127 clubs have gained accreditation

• 800 coaches have accessed education awards

• 74 full-time coaching positions have been created.

In view of these positive results of the West Yorkshire Sports Partnership, it was
agreed by partners there was no need for a complete change of direction for the
Partnership. Rather, the current strategy is one that has evolved from the original,
taking into account the changing expectancies of Sport England and other key
stakeholders.
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4
3 Definition of Sport and Active

Recreation
This strategy uses the term “sport and active recreation” in a bid to emphasise the
width of the work WYSP embraces. We will use the Council of Europe (1993)
definition of sport: 

“Sport embraces much more than traditional team games and competition, sport
means all forms of physical activity which, through casual or organised
participation, aim at expressing or improving physical fitness and mental wellbeing,
forming social relationships or obtaining results in competition at all levels.”

4 Current Structure and Operation
WYSP is the infrastructure of sports provision within West Yorkshire and is committed
to creating a single system for sport. It is continually evolving and includes the five
local authorities, governing bodies of sport, county associations, clubs, schools sports
partnerships, higher and further education, professional sports clubs, charitable
organisations, Sport England, Youth Sports Trust, equity organisations, indeed any
individual or organisation committed to improving the quality of sport within West
Yorkshire. The current structure is shown in Appendix 1.

There is no formal membership of a Partnership, rather, partnership working is the
methodology to bring about a single system for sport. 

Operating at a sub-regional level, the WYSP is influenced by a wide range of
strategies and plans at national, regional and district level. This is highlighted in
Appendix 2.

The major direct influencers are: the National Framework for Sport in England, the
Yorkshire Plan for Sport, National Governing Body of Sport Plans, Sub-Regional
Investment and Regeneration Plans and the District Sports Strategies. 

West Yorkshire Sport is the organisation that employs a dedicated team of
Development Officers, the workforce which co-ordinates, sometimes leads and,
where gaps in provision exist, acts as provider on behalf of the WYSP. West Yorkshire
Sport is owned and managed by the five local authorities within West Yorkshire and
is hosted by Kirklees MC.

The WYSP is led by a steering group consisting of a range of partners representing all
sectors within the Partnership. 
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25Appendix 3 Yorkshire Plan for Sport Policy Proposals

• PP1 – A regional campaign to increase to 70% the level of public awareness of
the opportunities and benefits of taking part in sport and active recreation.

• PP2 – 100 professional sports clubs and businesses take part in a regional
campaign to increase public awareness of the opportunities and benefits of
taking part in sport and active recreation.

• PP3 – All local authorities in Yorkshire and the Humber to offer rate relief at
100% to community amateur sports clubs that contribute to increasing and
widening participation in aport and active recreation.

• PP4 – The Regional Spatial Strategy and all local development frameworks
support the development of new or improved facilities and green spaces to
secure opportunities to take part in sport and active recreation

• PP5 – Sport and active recreation to become an important driver in the Regional
Framework for Health, contributing to the reduction of regional health
inequalities.

• PP6 – All schools, universities and colleges provide sport and active recreation
opportunities for the community.

• PP7 – Create and support a network to help all clubs and community facilities to
provide quality opportunities to take part in sport and active recreation.

• PP8 – Raise the quality of sport and active recreation by continually improving
performance.

• PP9 – Double the amount of private and public investment in community sport
and active recreation.

• PP10 – All parts of the region are served by partnerships between sport,
education, health and community that plan and deliver more and better
opportunities for people to start, stay and succeed in sport and active recreation.

• PP11 – All main strategic plans at regional level recognise the wider benefits of
taking part in sport and active recreation, and support the development of more
and better opportunities.

• PP12 – The 20 priority UK and England sports have in place a talent
development plan and coaching development strategy with an associated event
programme for their sport in Yorkshire identifying pathways from grassroots to
the international stage.

• PP13 – Increase and extend the use of community facilities, green spaces and
recreation routes for sport and active recreation by 50%. 

• PP14 – Create 21 new multi-activity clubs at the heart of the local communities
that provide a range of opportunities to play sport and become more physically
active.

• PP15 – Increase the number of well-qualified professionals and volunteers in
sport by 10%. 

• PP16 – Develop, maintain and apply a robust evidence base for sport and active
recreation.



West Yorkshire Sport
Culture and Leisure HQ1

Red Doles Lane
Huddersfield

HD2 1YF

Tel – 01484 234087
Fax – 01484 226342

www.westyorkshiresport.co.uk


